
Graduate Council 
Agenda 

September 19, 2023 
11:00 a.m. – Hermann Hall Boardroom  

 
 
Review minutes from 4-18-23 meeting  
 
New Business: 

1. Master of Medical Science – PA Degree 
 

a. MPA 605 
b. MPA 501 
c. MPA 502 
d. MPA 503 
e. MPA 511 
f. MPA 512 
g. MPA 513 
h. MPA 521 
i. MPA 522 
j. MPA 523 
k. MPA 531 

l. MPA 532 
m. MPA 533 
n. MPA 541 
o. MPA 542 
p. MPA 543 
q. MPA 551 
r. MPA 552 
s. MPA 553 
t. MPA 560 
u. MPA 570 
v. MPA 580 

w. MPA 600 
x. MPA 610 
y. MPA 620 
z. MPA 630 
aa.  MPA 640 

bb. MPA 650 
cc. MPA 660 

dd. MPA 670 
ee.  MPA 680 
ff. MPA 690 

 
 

OLD Business: 
1. Graduate Assistant Procedures 

 
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 17 
11:00 a.m. Hermann Hall Boardroom 

 
 

Agenda items will be due:  Friday, October 13 by noon 



Graduate Council 

Minutes of April 18, 2023 

Dr. Slade called the meeting to order.  In attendance were:  Carolyn Stufft, Paula Englis, Basil Englis,  
Bryce Durbin, Joyce Heames, Andrew Bressette, Alan Hughes, Nancy Mercer, Jeremy Worsham.    

The minutes of Mach 21 were approved.   

Physician’s Assistant Update: 

Dr. Slade reminded that the first milestone is the deadline for hiring a program director and medical 
director.  He reminded the Council of the requirements of the medical director who must be either a MD 
or DO.   

Once the program director is in place, we’ll move pretty fast at hiring initial faculty.  Work toward the 
curriculum will begin this summer.  The formal curriculum will be presented to GC sometime this fall.  
Substantive change to SACS will be submitted this fall as well.   

Dr. Bressette asked if the program director will be a member of this body.  Do we need to move to add 
this position now so they will be officially approved to be on the Graduate Council in the Fall? Dr. Slade 
indicate that the program director would be a member of the Graduate Council and will be reflected in 
the new business (below). 

Dr. Slade commented that they are making progress in planning the building.   

There were questions about the expected number of applications for the PA school.  Dr. Slade outlined 
the process for how students might apply.  Dr. Bressette mentioned that there are some challenges to 
work through with the Admissions process, including questions such as whether we will charge an 
application fee.   

Old Business 

Dean Heames introduced the following for first-reading: 

• Proposal:  ADD MGT 672 Art of Negotiation, 3-0-3 
• Proposal:  ADD MGT 670 Lean Six Sigma Green Belt, 3-0-3 
• Proposal:  ADD MKT 650 Professional Selling, 3-0-3 
• Proposal:  Change MBA degree requirements.  Add MGT 670, MGT 672, and MKT 650 as 

electives. 

Discussion: there was note that there was an error in the agenda.   

Proposal was approved by voice vote. 

 

Graduate Assistant Question 

Dean Heames asked for an update for this issue and asked that the topic remain on the agenda until a 
resolution.  Dr. Slade described that he has met with President Briggs and shared the process challenges.  
Dr. Slade will continue to work with the President to work on next steps.  Dean Heames outlined issues 



with the number of available seats and the number of GA’s.  There has to be a control mechanism in 
place for the creation of new GA positions.   

 

New Business 

Addition of PA Program Director to Graduate Council 

Dean Heames provided a motion to add the PA Program Director be added as a voting member of the 
Graduate Council.  The motion was seconded.   

Discussion: the Council discussed the process for adding membership.   

The proposal was approved by voice vote. 

 

Charter 

Dean Hughes introduced a necessary change brought about by a notification of PSC.  Monica Willingham 
described the need to change the advanced courses for the program.  Proposing to create a new track 
for the advanced EdS for C&I.   

Dr. Durbin asked about the implications to the two students scheduled to graduate in May.  Ms. 
Willingham indicated that she would need to write a letter to the PSC but there would not be a need to 
change the students actual assigned requirements, at least for the students about to graduate.  Dr. 
Durbin indicated that once the new track is approved, we should discuss moving the remaining students 
in this situation to the new track.   

Dr. Slade inquired about the impact of these changes on course offerings.  Additional discussion about 
the structure of the two tracks. 

Dean Hughes submitted a motion waive first reading which was seconded by Dean Heames. 

The motion to waive first reading was approved by voice vote.   

The proposal was approved by voice vote, effective for the Fall 2023 semester. 

 

Final comments 

Dr. Slade thanked Dean Heames for her service to Berry and Graduate Council and wished her success in 
her next chapter.   

 

Next meeting September 2023. 

 

Chair: David Slade        Secretary: Bryce Durbin 



 
 

Berry PA Program Courses for Master of Medical Science-PA Degree 
 

Didac:c Phase (Year 1): 
Fall 1 

1. MPA 501 Anatomy & Physiology 1 (3-2-4) 
2. MPA 511 Clinical Medicine 1 (8-0-8) 
3. MPA 521 Clinical Pharmacology 1 (3-0-3) 
4. MPA 531 Clinical Skills & Procedures 1 (2-3-4) 
5. MPA 541 Clinical ApplicaFon 1 (2-0-2) 
6. MPA 551 Professional Topics 1 (4-0-4) 
7. MPA 560 Clinical Science (2-0-2) 

 
Spring 1 

1. MPA 502 Anatomy & Physiology 2 (3-2-4) 
2. MPA 512 Clinical Medicine 2 (8-0-8) 
3. MPA 522 Clinical Pharmacology 2 (3-0-3) 
4. MPA 532 Clinical Skills & Procedures 2 (2-3-4) 
5. MPA 542 Clinical ApplicaFon 2 (2-0-2) 
6. MPA 552 Professional Topics 2 (4-0-4) 
7. MPA 570 Evidence Base-PracFce (2-0-2) 

 
Summer 1 

1. MPA 503 Anatomy & Physiology 3 (3-2-4) 
2. MPA 513 Clinical Medicine 3 (8-0-8) 
3. MPA 523 Clinical Pharmacology 3 (3-0-3) 
4. MPA 533 Clinical Skills & Procedures 3 (2-3-4) 
5. MPA 543 Clinical ApplicaFon 3 (2-0-2) 
6. MPA 553 Professional Topics 3 (4-0-4) 
7. MPA 580 DidacFc Seminar (2-0-2) 

 
Clinical Phase (Year 2):  
Fall 2  

1. MPA 600 Emerging Topics in Medicine Course (Fall 2) (2-0-2) 
2. Take three of the following: 

a. MPA 610 Family Medicine Supervised Clinical PracFce Experience (SCPE) Course 
(5 credits) 

b. MPA 620 Emergency Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
c. MPA 630 Pediatric Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
d. MPA 640 Internal Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
e. MPA 650 Women’s Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 
f. MPA 660 Surgical Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
g. MPA 670 Behavioral & Mental Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 



 
 
Spring 2  

1. MPA 605 TransiFon to PracFce Course (Spring 2) (2-0-2) 
2. Take three of the following (cannot duplicate from Fall 1): 

a. MPA 610 Family Medicine Supervised Clinical PracFce Experience (SCPE) Course 
(5 credits) 

b. MPA 620 Emergency Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
c. MPA 630 Pediatric Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
d. MPA 640 Internal Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
e. MPA 650 Women’s Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 
f. MPA 660 Surgical Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
g. MPA 670 Behavioral & Mental Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 

 
Summer 2 

1. Take the remaining course not taken in Fall 2 or Spring 2 trimesters: 
a. MPA 610 Family Medicine Supervised Clinical PracFce Experience (SCPE) Course 

(5 credits) 
b. MPA 620 Emergency Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
c. MPA 630 Pediatric Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
d. MPA 640 Internal Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
e. MPA 650 Women’s Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 
f. MPA 660 Surgical Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
g. MPA 670 Behavioral & Mental Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 

2. MPA 680 ElecFve SCPE Course 
3. MPA 690 SummaFve Course  



 
 

BERRY PA PROGRAM: NARRATIVE  
 

The Berry Physician Associate (PA) Program is commi?ed to preparing, educaDng, and empowering the 
next generaDon of physician associates to deliver quality comprehensive, compassionate, paDent-
centered care to their communiDes. Along with the requisite didacDc and clinical instrucDon of any 
accredited PA program, Berry’s program will offer addiDonal disDncDve features that broaden the impact 
our graduates have on local communiDes once in pracDce; our proposed program structure will also 
make Berry highly a?racDve to potenDal students, increase our visibility in a very compeDDve market, 
and offer interested students a unique opportunity to hone their cultural competence, gain a 
compeDDve edge over other graduates, and receive didacDc and clinical training within a highly 
interdisciplinary academic environment. 
 

BERRY PA PROGRAM: SUMMARY OF PA PROGRAM MOTION 
 

 
1. A 24-month, 127 credit hour Physician Associate Program that leads to a Master of Medical 

Science-Physician Associate degree. 
2. Admissions requirements will meet industry standards and be in accordance with ARC-PA 

guidelines. 
3. AddiDon of a 13-week summer term to facilitate the year-round learning model for the PA 

Program. 
4. The PA Program will include three semesters for the didacDc phase and three semesters for the 

clinical phase, including eight 5-week supervised clinical pracDce experiences (SCPE): Family 
Medicine, Pediatric Medicine, Internal Medicine, Women’s Health, Surgical Medicine, Behavioral 
& Mental Health, and elecDve.  

5. Successful compleDon of the PA program enDtles students to sit for the NaDonal Commission on 
CerDficaDon of Physician Assistants (NCCPA) PA NaDonal CerDficaDon ExaminaDon (PANCE). 

6. Upon successful compleDon of the PA Program and passing their PANCE, students will be eligible 
for licensure in the state of Georgia. For informaDon regarding licensure in other states, students 
should reference the NCCPA resource page for state medical boards: 
h?ps://www.nccpa.net/state-licensing-boards/.  

 
 



Berry College Curriculum Form for Majors/Minors 
Instructions:  Use this form to add, delete or change a major.   

  
1. Action:  

2. School  
3. Major code  

4.  Major title 
 
 Add     
 
(Add /Change/ 
Delete) 

 
   CSEHS   
 
(BUS, EdHS, 
EHSS, MNS) 

 
   PA Program       PA Program  

 
5. List courses required for major (if major is new).   If adding or deleting courses to a major or minor already in the catalog, just 
list the courses to add or delete. 
   Didactic Phase (Year 1): 
Fall 1 

1. MPA 501 Anatomy & Physiology 1 (3-2-4) 
2. MPA 511 Clinical Medicine 1 (8-0-8) 
3. MPA 521 Clinical Pharmacology 1 (3-0-3) 
4. MPA 531 Clinical Skills & Procedures 1 (2-3-4) 
5. MPA 541 Clinical Application 1 (2-0-2) 
6. MPA 551 Professional Topics 1 (4-0-4) 
7. MPA 560 Clinical Science (2-0-2) 

 
Spring 1 

1. MPA 502 Anatomy & Physiology 2 (3-2-4) 
2. MPA 512 Clinical Medicine 2 (8-0-8) 
3. MPA 522 Clinical Pharmacology 2 (3-0-3) 
4. MPA 532 Clinical Skills & Procedures 2 (2-3-4) 
5. MPA 542 Clinical Application 2 (2-0-2) 
6. MPA 552 Professional Topics 2 (4-0-4) 
7. MPA 570 Evidence Base-Practice (2-0-2) 

 
Summer 1 

1. MPA 503 Anatomy & Physiology 3 (3-2-4) 
2. MPA 513 Clinical Medicine 3 (8-0-8) 
3. MPA 523 Clinical Pharmacology 3 (3-0-3) 
4. MPA 533 Clinical Skills & Procedures 3 (2-3-4) 
5. MPA 543 Clinical Application 3 (2-0-2) 
6. MPA 553 Professional Topics 3 (4-0-4) 
7. MPA 580 Didactic Seminar (2-0-2) 

 
Clinical Phase (Year 2):  
Fall 2  

1. MPA 600 Emerging Topics in Medicine Course (Fall 2) (2-0-2) 
2. Take three of the following: 

a. MPA 610 Family Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) Course (5 
credits) 

b. MPA 620 Emergency Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
c. MPA 630 Pediatric Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
d. MPA 640 Internal Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
e. MPA 650 Women’s Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 
f. MPA 660 Surgical Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
g. MPA 670 Behavioral & Mental Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 

Spring 2  
1. MPA 605 Transition to Practice Course (Spring 2) (2-0-2) 
2. Take three of the following (cannot duplicate from Fall 1): 

a. MPA 610 Family Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) Course (5 



credits) 
b. MPA 620 Emergency Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
c. MPA 630 Pediatric Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
d. MPA 640 Internal Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
e. MPA 650 Women’s Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 
f. MPA 660 Surgical Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
g. MPA 670 Behavioral & Mental Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 

 
Summer 2 

1. Take the remaining course not taken in Fall 2 or Spring 2 trimesters: 
a. MPA 610 Family Medicine Supervised Clinical Practice Experience (SCPE) Course (5 

credits) 
b. MPA 620 Emergency Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
c. MPA 630 Pediatric Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
d. MPA 640 Internal Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
e. MPA 650 Women’s Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 
f. MPA 660 Surgical Medicine SCPE Course (5 credits) 
g. MPA 670 Behavioral & Mental Health SCPE Course (5 credits) 

2. MPA 680 Elective SCPE Course 
3. MPA 690 Summative Course  

    
 
6. Hours /number of 
courses 
127 credit hours/32 
course 
      

 
7.  Comments (attach additional documentation if needed) 
      

 
8.  Library Resources adequate 
 
      
 
 
 
Approved:_________________________________________
_                                        Director, Memorial Library 

 
 

 
9. Submitted by: (please print or type) 

 
10 Approved by: (Dean of School) 

 
      
_______________________________________________ 
Name                                                              Date 

 
      
_________________________________________________ 
Name                                                                Date 

11. Date Submitted to Academic Council         
  

 
Registrar’s Use Only 

 
23. Major 
Department  
 
 

 
24. School 
 

 
25. CIP Code 
 
 

 
26.  1st reading date: 
 
 
Approved? Y/N, Date 
 

Effective year/term: 
 
 
 
Inactive date:___________ 

Revised 1/12/12 
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