Assignment Sheet – The Civil War and Its Aftermath
For each scheduled discussion, you’ll need to complete an assignment sheet.  You are to answer the questions by writing short paragraphs that demonstrate that you have read and critically thought about each of the readings.  It is not necessary to quote directly from the readings; you should instead paraphrase or summarize in your own words the information you wish to discuss.  The completed assignments should be typed, single-spaced, and between 1 to 2 pages in length.

1. Describe the tasks women undertook during the Civil War as shown in documents 1-3 and 7.  How did the war both challenge and reinforce the ideals of True Womanhood?
2. What arguments did women use in document 4 to justify women’s suffrage?  Why did they believe that after the Civil War was a good time for this political reform to occur?
3. What types of harassment and intimidation, revealed in documents 5 and 6, did African American face after the Civil War?  What were the various explanations used by whites to justify these actions?
4. According to Nina Silber, why did northern women find it difficult to assert their domestic and moral authority during the Civil War?  How was northern women’s morality challenged in their various public wartime roles?
5. According to Hannah Rosen, how did African American women’s stories of sexual violence during Reconstruction temporarily reshape the meaning of rape?  In what way was speaking out about sexual assault a political act by black women?
