History 375 I: Research Project

Students are responsible for completing an 8-10 page research project on a female member of their family. The purpose of this assignment is to examine an important event or significant experience in the life of a specific woman and compare that to the historical scholarship on the topic. This project should not only familiarize students with the vast literature on women’s history, but should also provide them with practical skills in critical interpretation, research, and concise writing.



First Stage:

The first stage of developing your research project should be finding a primary source(s) about the female family member you wish to write about. Primary sources can include: 

· Letters written by your subject and letters sent to her

· A personal diary by your subject

· Family photographs of your subject

· Period newspaper clippings about your family member

Not everyone, however, will be lucky enough to have access to a collection of family documents. So many of you will have to conduct an oral interview with a female member of your family—ideally your mother, step-mother, aunt, or grandmother. If you do not have any of these female relatives, or if you cannot get together with one of them to do the interview, then come talk to me during my office hours and I will help you find another subject.

Information on how to conduct an oral interview can be found below under "Sixth Stage" and on Viking Web.

Second Stage:

Once you have decided what primary source(s) to use, you will need to develop a specific topic upon which your research will be situated. Your topic should NOT be the life story or a biography about your family member. Instead you should pick an important event or significant experience that your subject has lived through. If you are using written material, your choice of topic will be limited to what the written material covers. (If the diary/letters you are using focus on raising children, marriage, or moving to a new town, then that will have to be the topic of your paper.) 

However, if you are conducting an oral interview, you have a little more freedom in choosing your topic. You can ask your subject to describe anything she may have personally experienced or lived through. Topics could include: 

· What the subject did during World War II

· Subject’s thoughts about the Civil Rights Movement

· Whether the subject considered herself a feminist during a specific decade or period
· What the subject’s experience was in higher education or in a sorority
· What marriage/family life were like during a specific decade

· Subject’s experience as a single mother

· Subject’s experience doing wage work

· Subject’s activity in women’s clubs or doing volunteer work

· Subject's reason for religious conversion or missionary work

· Whether subject was ever politically active, worked on a political campaign, or ran for election

· Subject’s active support or protest of abortion rights

· Subject’s experiences participating in sports

· Subject’s struggles with sexual identity

· Subject’s experience immigrating to new country

If you are going to conduct an oral interview with a female member of your family, you might want to have a preliminary discussion with her to discover what your subject thinks were some of the most significant or memorable events of her life.

Third Stage:

Secondary Sources

Once you have decided on a topic for the research project, you need to start looking for secondary sources that also focus on this issue. Secondary sources include books by historians, journal articles, and reference books. Your bibliography should include all the relevant historical literature.

The most useful place for you to begin this search is in the library. The Berry Library’s Online Catalog (https://berry.on.worldcat.org/advancedsearch?databaseList) will list the books on your topic.  You will be lucky if the library contains one or two books on your subject.  The other books found in your search will have to be requested through Inter-Library Loan, also known as ILL (https://berry.illiad.oclc.org/illiad/logon.html).

The best way to find journal articles is to use the following databases located on the online research databases page (http://libguides.berry.edu/az.php), "America: History & Life," “ArticleFirst,” “Criminal Justice Database,” “Legal Collection,” “Race Relations Abstracts,” and “Violence & Abuse Abstracts,” (some of the articles located in this database might need to be obtained through ILL), “JSTOR,” “Project MUSE,” “Oxford University Press Journals,” “SAGE Journals,” “University of Chicago Press Journals,” and “Wiley Online Library” (which also provide full length articles).
Checking out the footnotes and bibliographies of the books and articles you find will provide you with other secondary sources.  You may not use unpublished secondary sources or secondary sources without any type of peer-review (this includes web pages like Wikipedia, blogs, and discussion forums.

Primary Sources
You can (but are not required) to supplement your main/personalized primary source with other primary sources that were produced at the time.  This could include newspaper and magazine articles, governmental reports and documents, and other materials produced during the time period you are studying.  Some useful sites to consult found on Berry’s library database are American Memory, Ancestry Library, Annals of American History, C-SPAN Video Library, Catalog of US Government Publications, Digital Library of Georgia, Digital Public Library of America, Georgia Department of Archives & History, Reader’s Guide Full Text, and Reader’s Guide Retrospective.  Sources for newspapers include Historical Newspapers at Memorial Library (http://libguides.berry.edu/newspaper/historic) and Google’s Newspaper Archives (https://news.google.com/newspapers).
Fourth Stage:

Once you have located a number of secondary sources on your topic, it is time to come up with the question your research project is going to answer. One way to come up with a good general question is to examine the secondary sources you have found. What question do these authors try to answer in their studies? 

Examples of good questions include: 

· What did women think of the jobs they took during World War II?

· What happened to Rosie the Riveter after the war?

· Why was marriage such a powerful institution during the 1950s?

· What did college women in the 1950s and early 1960s plan to do with their degrees once they graduated?

· How were women treated in the Civil Rights Movement?

· Why did the white women class women join the feminist movement in the 1960s and early 1970s?

· Why did the feminist movement alienate many women during the last decades of the 20th century?

· How did women balance child-rearing responsibilities and work during the 1980s?

· What was it like for women to participate in college sports during the 1990s?

If you are not sure if your question is broad enough or significant, you can come by my office to discuss it or send me the question by email so I can respond to it.

Fifth Stage:

You should now compose your Annotated Bibliography.
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles and documents that you plan on using in your paper. Each citation is followed by a brief (10 to 50 words) original, descriptive evaluative paragraph on the source.  The purpose of the paragraph is to inform the reader of the relevance and quality of the source cited (See Turabian, A Manual for Writers, 151).
The following components should be included in your annotated bibliography.
· The question you plan to answer with your research paper.
· A short summary of the topic that explains its significance.

· An annotated list of your primary source(s). 
· An annotated list of your potential secondary sources.  At a minimum you will want to have ten different secondary sources (books/articles).  
· At the end of your annotation note where you found the source, i.e. Berry College Library, Project Muse, etc.

· If you cannot write an annotation for a source because you are waiting for it to arrive from ILL, you’ll need to attach a copy of your ILL ‘Oustanding Requests’ page to the bibliography.  
· Remember that cutting and pasting annotations into your bibliography from another source or database is a form of plagiarism.  
· Use Turabian, A Manual for Writers, Ch. 17, for information on notes-bibliography style format.
A sample annotated bibliography can be found at the end of the guidelines.  This assignment is worth between 0-25 points.

Sixth Stage:

If you have not already started, now is a good time to begin the actual research for your project.  You will want to take research notes on both your primary and secondary sources. 

Also, if you need to conduct an oral interview for your project now is the time to start preparing for that. You will need to develop a list of questions, schedule a time for an interview, get your subject to sign a waiver form, tape record the interview, and then take notes from your recording. More specific guidelines for your interviews and a printable waiver form can be found on Viking Web. 

Seventh Stage:
Once you are done taking notes on your sources it is time to begin writing your paper. You will first want to organize your notes in the form of an outline. You should be able to divide you note cards into three or four separate sections.

For example: If you are writing on "What happened to Rosie the Riveter?" section one might be about why women were expected to give up industrial jobs after the war. Section two could be about the reason why some women wanted to leave the workforce after the war. Section three might focus on what happened to those women who wanted or needed to continue working after the war. And section four might explore how these women felt about giving up high-paying "men’s jobs." Throughout each of these sections, you should compare how the experiences of the female member of your family either were similar to or different than the experiences discussed by the secondary sources.

After you have organized your research notes into outline form you should begin writing a first draft. Each research project should begin with an introduction that states and provides an answer for your question (this is the thesis for your project). Next comes the body of the paper. The paper’s body contains the three or four sections from your outline that describes the topic and supports your thesis with evidence. (You will want to make sure to document where you got your evidence from as you refer to it in your paper. See Turabian, A Manual for Writers, Ch. 17, for information on how to do endnotes or footnotes). Your project should then have a conclusion that restates your thesis and sums up your evidence. The final page of your project should be a bibliography page. 

Your first draft only needs to be between 5-6 pages in length.  It must include your introduction and at least part of the body/evidence that you will be presenting in your argument.  You do not have to include the conclusion in the first draft.  You do not need to include a title page or bibliography in your first draft. 

Once you have completed your first draft you will want to read it through looking for spelling and grammar mistakes.  You will need to print off one copy of the first draft and bring it to class.  This copy will be peer reviewed in class.  
You also need to submit a copy of your paper to me for editing.  I will using the reviewing feature found at http://turnitin.com, so please upload your draft in the “Family History Rough Draft” section under US Women’s History.  To enroll in turnitin, please enter the class ID number (15777849) and class enrollment password (Martha) during registration.
This paper first draft is worth between 0-100 points.  The peer review is worth between 0-25 points.  
Eighth Stage:

The last stage in your research project is writing the final paper.  The final paper must follow the following guidelines: 

· Paper must be typed, have 1-inch margins, 12-point font (New Times Roman), be double-spaced, and be between 8-10 pages long.
· Paper must have a title page that lists the paper’s title, the author’s name, and the date.

· All pages EXCEPT title page should be numbered.  The first page of paper should be page 1.
· Paper must have an introduction, body, and conclusion with either footnotes or endnotes to document sources (endnotes are included in the final page count for the paper).

· Papers should be written in past tense.

· Avoid using passive verbs (is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been) when possible.

· Quotations must be used sparingly.  Quotations over 3 line long must be single-spaced and indented as a block quote.
· Paper must have a bibliography page at the end. The bibliography must be alphabetical by author's last name, and contain all the relevant historical literature cited or referred to in the paper. The final paper bibliography should not be annotated (bibliographies are not included in the final page count for the paper).
· Papers that use an oral interview for a primary source MUST have a signed waiver form attached to the paper.

· Submit your paper to http://turnitin.com as the assignment “Family History Final Paper” under US Women’s History.
Final papers that ignore the suggestions and editorial changes recommended in the peer review and graded first draft cannot receive a grade higher than a C.
The final paper of the research project is worth between 0-150 points.

Sample Annotated Bibliography

What impact did Victorian fashions have on women’s health?

Victorian women’s fashions had a negative impact on women’s health because both the heavy fabrics and the custom of wearing corsets led to several medical conditions that afflicted women in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This topic is significant because it focuses on the conflict that existed for women between take care of their health and living up to societal expectations.
Primary Sources
Picken, Mary Brooks.  Interview by Author.  Springfield, MO.  20 August 1985. 

This is an interview with author’s great-grandmother about the proper fashion and dress during the early 20th century.
Strawbridge & Clothier.  Strawbridge & Clothier’s Quarterly.  2 (1883): 1-445.

This is a clothing catalog that has pictures of the latest in women’s fashions.  This source was located at archive.org.
Secondary Sources
Bohleke, Karin J. “Americanizing French Fashion Plates: Godey’s and Peterson’s Cultural and 
Socio-Economic Translation of Les Modes Parisiennes.”  American Periodicals 20, no. 2 

(2010): 120-155.


This article examines French fashion pictures placed in women’s magazines during the 19th century.  It argues that the textural descriptions of the clothing highlighted and reinforced women’s traditional roles within the home. This source was located in America: History and Life.
Davies, Mel.  “Corsets and Conception: Fashion and Demographic Trends in the Nineteenth 

Century.” Comparative Studies in Society and History 24, no. 4 (Oct. 1982): 611-641.

This article suggests that part of the reason for the declining birth rate in middle class families in the second half of the 19th century was due to women’s wearing of corsets. This source was located in America History and Life.
Joselite, Jenna Weissman.  A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America.  New 

York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001.

This book looks at the ready-to-wear clothing industry and the role fashion played in shaping the national identity of Americans. This source was located in the Berry Catalog.

Morantz, Regina Markell.  “Making Women Modern: Middle Class Women and Health Reform 


in 19th Century America.”  The Journal of Social History 10, no. 4 (Summer 1977): 490-


507.

 

Morantz’s article focuses on why health reformers wanted to interest women in modern medical practices during the late 19th century.  It suggests that as men took jobs outside of the household women increasing assumed the responsibility for making heath related decisions for their family members. This source was located in Project Muse.
 

Severa, Joan L.  Dressed for the Photographer: Ordinary Americans and Fashion, 1840-1900.  


Kent State, OH: Kent State University Press, 1995.

 


This book has been requested on inter-library loan. This source was located in WorldCat.
 

Smith, Bernard.  “Market Development, Industrial Development: The Case of the American 


Corset Trade, 1860-1920.”  The Business History Review 65, no. 1 (Spring 1991): 91-


129.

 

This article focuses on the big business that lay behind the marketing and production of corsets in the United States. This source was located in JSTOR.
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